Antibody to glycolipid in a patient with IgM paraproteinemia and polyradiculoneuropathy.
Serum from a patient with IgM paraproteinemia and polyradiculoneuropathy, diagnosed as malignant lymphoma reacted specifically with a lipid component in a crude ganglioside fraction isolated from human peripheral nerve, but did not react with myelin proteins including myelin-associated glycoprotein (MAG). The reactive glycolipid migrated between GM1 and GD1a gangliosides on TLC, and there was no distinct band corresponding to this glycolipid on examination with resorcinol reagent. Antibody to glycolipid in this case may play a role in the pathogenesis of neuropathy.